In the title compound, C 10 H 10 Cl 2 N 2 O 2 , the secondary amide groups are differently twisted relative to the benzene ring, with dihedral angles between the respective planes of 21.03 (2) and 81.22 (2) . In the crystal, the molecules are connected by N-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming a twodimensional polymeric network parallel to (001). One of the amide carbonyl O atoms accepts two H atoms in N-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions, forming an R 2 2 (6) ring motif.
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S1. Comment
The title compound has been synthesized to check its antimicrobial activity owing to the concept that amide moiety is an important part of different drugs. The title molecule is shown in Fig. 1 . to form a two dimensional polymeric network parallel to (0 0 1) ( Table 1 , Fig. 2 ). In closely related N,N′-phenylenebisacetamide (Shivanyuk et al., 2000) a one dimensional ribbon is formed.
S2. Experimental
Benzene-1,2-diamine (0.1 g, 0.925 mmol) was dissolved in chloroform (10 ml) and pyridine (0.149 ml, 1.85 mmol) was added. The mixture was cooled to 273-278 K in ice-water bath. A separately prepared solution of chloroacetyl chloride (0.104 g, 0.925 mmol) in chloroform (5 ml) was added drop wise to the above mixture. The mixture was stirred for 3 h and solvent was evaporated to give a pink colored residue.Recrystallization from chloroform gave colorless needles with melting point of 471.15 K.
S3. Refinement
The H-atoms were positioned geometrically (N-H = 0.86, C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C, N).
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Figure 1
Molecular structure with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii.
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Figure 2
Two dimensional polymeric network fomed via hydrogen bonds. The H-atoms not involved in hydrogen bonding are omitted for clarity.
N,N′-(1,2-Phenylene)bis(2-chloroacetamide)
Crystal data 
